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Variations in Animal Groups
Discussion Prompts

Life Possesses
What do these have in common?
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Life Possesses

All of these images are of living things. 
Sometimes we call them ‘organisms’.

Even though they might be very different 
from each other, all of these organisms 
share certain characteristics. All living 
things do certain things to stay alive. 
These are called life processes.

All animals, including humans, do these 
things. Plants do too, although they do 
them in different ways.

We can remember life processes 
by thinking about MRS 

GREN…Can you think what they 
are?
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Activity 1

Word Bank
Characteristics life processes         sensitivity           respiration              

organisms          movement      growth       nutrition
Life processes               excretion                     reproduction         alive

Living things are also known as __________. Even though they are 
different from each other, all organisms share certain ____________. 
All living things do certain things to stay ________. 
These are called ______ ________. All animals, including humans, do 
these things. Plants do too but in different ways. 

We can remember those _____ ________ by thinking about Mrs Gren.
M
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Activity 2
Mild Hot Spicy

Using the animal 
sheet provided, 
sort the animals 
into the correct 
criteria on a Venn 
diagram. 

•Lays eggs
•Can fly

Choose two 
different criteria 
for your Venn 
diagram. Then, 
using the animal 
sheet provided, 
sort the animals 
into the correct 
criteria on a Venn 
diagram. 

Choose four 
different criteria 
for your Carroll 
diagram. Then, 
using the animal 
sheet provided, 
sort the animals 
into the correct 
criteria on a 
Carroll diagram. 


