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The Effectiveness of Religious Education



Through effective 
curriculum planning, RE 
provision reflects the 
Church of England 
Statement of Entitlement, 
or Methodist equivalent, 
develops religious literacy 
and meets statutory 
obligations.  



In foundation and voluntary controlled schools with a religious character, 
RE must be taught according to the locally agreed syllabus for RE unless 
parents request RE in accordance with the trust deed of the school. In 
academies and free schools RE must be taught in accordance with the 
funding agreement.





The 
syllabus 
follows a 
spiral 
curriculum, 
revisiting 
themes 
and key 
concepts in 
order to 
consolidate 
and build 
on prior 
learning. 



i. How well does RE help pupils to know about and

understand Christianity as a living world faith through the

exploration of core theological concepts using an

approach that critically engages with text? How well does

RE help pupils consider the impact and connection that

Christianity has on Britain’s cultural heritage and the lives

of people worldwide?



50% of the syllabus focuses on Christianity, using 
concepts from Understanding Christianity. 



Creation



Fall



People of God



People of God



Incarnation



Gospels



Salvation



Kingdom of God















How well does RE enable all pupils to develop 
knowledge and understanding of other major 
world religions and world views and their impact 
on society and culture? 





How do festivals and worship show what 
matters to a Muslim?

What does it mean to be a Muslim 
in Britain today?







How do festivals and family life 
show what matters to Jewish 
people? Judaism Faith Unit

Why is the Torah so important to 
Jewish People?







RE at Church Hill goes beyond the expected 
5% and is closer to 10%. 

Indian Culture 
Day



How well does RE give pupils a safe space to 
critically reflect on their own religious, 
spiritual and /or philosophical convictions? 





Do teachers share effective practice locally and 
regionally and engage in professional 
development? 



Induction for head teachers on RE in a 
Church of England School

2022
Fiona Moss



What is RE?

• What do you remember from 
your own schooling? Your 
children?

• What have you seen in the 
school you are head of or 
worked in previously?

• What have you heard read in 
the media?



Why Do We Teach RE?

On the jamboard, sort the cards into a diamond 
nine

– which statement best reflects your

understanding of the purpose of RE?



A Statement of Entitlement RE in Church of 
England Schools (updated Jan 2019)

• The entitlement: provision, profile and priority

• Curriculum statement: challenging, accurate and diverse

• Aims and objectives

• Curriculum balance and time: sufficient, appropriate and balanced

• Developing staff expertise and knowledge: confidence, specialism, professionalism

• The role of the Diocesan Boards of Education

• Support for effective and outstanding RE



Aims of RE in church schools

The aims of Religious Education in Church schools are: 
• To know about and understand Christianity as a diverse global living faith 

through the exploration of core beliefs using an approach that critically 
engages with biblical text. 

• To gain knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and 
worldviews appreciating diversity, continuity and change within the 
religions and worldviews being studied. 

• To engage with challenging questions of meaning and purpose raised by 
human existence and experience. 

• To recognise the concept of religion and its continuing influence on 
Britain’s cultural heritage and in the lives of individuals and societies in 
different times, cultures and places. 

• To explore their own religious, spiritual and philosophical ways living, 
believing and thinking. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6NTW2bsFTLY&feature=youtu.be
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1.Make sense of a range of beliefs…
2.Understanding the impact…
3.Make connections… Page 8



Does RE have in place rigorous systems of 
assessment? 


